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Tribal Advisory Committee (TAC) 
Cultural and Resource Protection Subcommittee

Cultural and Resource Protection Subcommittee
Meeting Agenda:  May 6, 2025, 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Join Zoom Meeting: https://atg-wa.zoom.us/j/82610425451?pwd=SwyRPawUeXdaHjxlqi928aCWlCQL2h.1

	1.
	Open Meeting   
      Introductions
Present:
Staff:
	


	2.
	Project Extension Update
   
	Update

	3.
	Emmett Till Project Update
	Update

	4.
	TAC Report Update
	Update

	5.
	WSHS Invitation
	Information

	6. 
	Recommendation Edits Review


[bookmark: _MON_1807702610]
	Discussion

	
	Adjourn 
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Recommendation to Create a Day of Remembrance to Honor the Children Who Died and the Lasting Impact of Forced Assimilation on Indigenous People



Purpose:  

To formally acknowledge the trauma inflicted upon American Indian/Alaska Native children and communities through the Indian boarding school system by establishing a dedicated Day of Remembrance.  This day would recognize the children who were taken, those who never returned, and the profound intergenerational grief their absence has left behind. In honoring them, Washington State affirms its commitment to truth, healing, and revitalizing Indigenous lifeways. This day would not only honor the memory of those lost but also educate the public about the lasting effects of these policies, uplift the resilience of Indigenous cultures, and celebrate ongoing healing by Tribes.  

Issue:

Before colonization, Indigenous peoples flourished across the Americas with expansive populations and complex social systems.[endnoteRef:1] Before 1492, Indigenous civilizations thrived across North America with advanced systems of governance, trade, and culture.  [1:  Thornton, R. (1990). American Indian Holocaust and Survival: A Population History Since 1492. University of Oklahoma Press.] 


For over a century, government and religious institutions systematically separated Indigenous children from their families under policies of forced assimilation.  These children were stripped of their identities, hair shaved, languages banned, and cultures stolen. The impact was both individual and civilizational, fracturing traditional parenting, knowledge transmission, and spiritual practices. By 1926, the federal government estimated that more than 80% of school-age AIAN children were enrolled in boarding schools, according to the Bureau of Indian Affairs data and the 1969 Kennedy Report on Indian Education.[endnoteRef:2]  [2:  Kenedy, E.M. (1969). Indian Education: A National Tragedy- A National Challenge. Report of the Special Senate Committee on Indian Education.] 


Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) represent a major public health concern, particularly within AIAN communities where intergenerational trauma amplifies their effects.[endnoteRef:3][endnoteRef:4] Historical trauma, stemming from policies like forced assimilation and the operation of Indian boarding schools, continues to affect AIAN communities in Washington. This trauma manifests in various health disparities and challenges in community wellbeing.[endnoteRef:5] Today, the lasting scars of that era echo through disproportionate health disparities, overrepresentation in child welfare and justice systems, and the enduring grief of survivors and descendants. [3:  Recommendations for Population-Based Applications of the Adverse Childhood Experiences Study: Position Statement by the American College of Preventative Medicine. Sherin, Kevin M., et al. AJPM Focus, Volume 1, Issue 2, 100039]  [4:  Braveheart et al., 2011]  [5:  National Indian Child Welfare Association. (2022). State of American Indian/Alaska Native Children and Families, Part 3. https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/NICWA-State-of-AIAN-Chidren-and-Families-Report-PART-3.pdf ] 


Washington State is home to 29 federally recognized tribes, each with unique cultures, histories, and contributions to the state’s diversity.[endnoteRef:6]As of 2024, Washington State is home to approximately 145,066 individuals identifying as American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN), comprising about 1.8% of the state’s total population.[endnoteRef:7] AIAN communities in Washington experience significant health disparities, including the highest rates of infant mortality and preterm births among all racial groups. Additionally, these communities report the lowest rates of prenatal care in the first trimester and postpartum visits.[endnoteRef:8]In Washington, AIAN children are overrepresented in the foster care system, comprising approximately 10% of children in care while representing less than 2% of the general population.[endnoteRef:9] [6:  Washington Tribes. (2020). Indian Tribes Today. https://www.washingtontribes.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Final-2-=020_WA_Indian_Tribes_Today.pdf ]  [7:  Washington Office of Financial Management. (2024). Washington State Population by Race. https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/statewide-data/washington-trends/population-changes/population-race ]  [8:  OPB News. (2024). Report lays bare start disparities in health care outcomes for Native Americans in Washington. https://www.opb.org/article/2024/08/25/health-disparities-native-americans-washington/ ]  [9:  Washington Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF), Racial Disproportionality Report, 2022] 


According to the U.S. Department of the Interior, 15 federal Indian boarding schools operated in Washington State.[endnoteRef:10] [10:  US Department of the Interior. (2024). List of Federal Indian Boarding Schools. https://www.bia.gov/sites/default/files/media_document/vol_ii_appendix_a_list_of_federal-indian_boarding_schools_publid_508_final%5D.pdf ] 




Facts and Comparisons:

It is estimated that as many as 50 million AIAN people inhabited North America precontact, and that they may have been organized into as many as 600 distinct tribes.[endnoteRef:11] In 1925, 60,889 children were attending Indian boarding schools.[endnoteRef:12]  The total estimated population in 1920, according to Native Americans and the Census, by Josh Pearl, was 223,515.[endnoteRef:13]  These estimates suggest that at least 27% of the population had been forced from their family homes and communities, stripped of their clothing, had their hair cut, and were forbidden to speak their Native languages.  The long-term effects were catastrophic, leading to loss of language, history, and culturally appropriate ways of knowing and being, leaving family and community systems broken and ill-equipped to meet the needs of their youth.    [11:  1600-1754: Native Americans:  Overview. (2019) News wires white papers and books.  History. Encyclopedia.com; 1600-1754: Native Americans: Overview | Encyclopedia.com ]  [12:  1] David W. Adams, Education for Extinction (Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1995), 27]  [13:  Pearl, Josh. (2016). History 90.01:  Topics in Digital History. U.S. History Through Census Data: Native Americans and the Census. January 25, 2016. Native Americans and the Census | History 90.01: Topics in Digital History] 


Other marginalized groups and the history of harms perpetrated against them have been offered specific days to honor their loss and increase public awareness around their history in the state.  

		Name

		Month

		Day or Date

		Purpose

		Established



		Korean American Day

		January

		13th

		To honor the contribution of the Korean American community

		2004



		Holocaust Remembrance Day

		April

		17th (sundown)

		To remember the 6 million Jews who perished in the systematic persecution of the Jewish people in Europe

		2023



		Japanese American Day of Remembrance

		February 

		19th

		To remember the forced removal and mass incarceration of Japanese Americans in the Seattle area

		2017



		Recognizing the Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs

		February

		26th

		To recognize and celebrate the pioneering contributions of the Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs

		2024



		Honoring India’s Republic Day

		Intended to coincide with India’s Republic Day

		To commemorate the effective adoption of the Constitution of the world’s largest democracy

		2023



		Recognizing the Bond Between Taiwan and Washington State

		February 

		1st

		Recognizing that the people of Washington share a rich cultural history and a strong bond with our global partners in Taiwan and the more than 100,000 Taiwanese Americans living and working in Washington State

		2023





List of Current Days of Remembrance or Honoring in Washington State 									Table 1[endnoteRef:14] [14:  https://leg.wa.gov/bills-meetings-and-session/bills/ ] 










Proposal:

Orange shirt day, observed annually on September 30th, is a grassroots commemorative event that originated in Canada to honor Indigenous children who were taken from their families and placed in residential schools. It symbolizes the stripping away of culture, freedom, and self-esteem experienced by Indigenous children over generations. The name stems from the story of Phylis Webstad[endnoteRef:15], whose new orange shirt was taken from her on her first day at residential school. Today, the day is recognized across North America as an opportunity for truth-telling, reflection, and a call to action in support of Indigenous resilience and healing. [15:  Orange Shirt Society. (n.d.) Orange Shirt Day. https://orangeshirtday.org/ Webstad, Phyllis. Orange Shirt Day: September 30. Medicine Wheel Publishing, 2018] 


Washington State should officially recognize a Day of Remembrance on September 30th, annually, to coincide with Orange Day, as a day set aside to remember and honor the Indigenous children who lost their lives as part of the federal and state Indian boarding school system.  In addition to honoring the memory of the children who lost their lives, the day should be used to increase public awareness of this history and its lasting impact within Native American Tribes and tribal communities, as well as honor the innate resilience of Indigenous culture and celebrate Tribes’ successes in facilitating healing within their communities. Ways of honoring could include reinforcing the Since Time Immemorial Curriculum (STI), tribal specific health services within Washington State, and partnering with Tribes to learn how to best address disproportionalities in employment, incarceration, and post-secondary education participation.    
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Recommendation for the State to Partner with the Washington State Historical Society to Develop an Exhibit Honoring the Legacy of Indian Boarding School Era Policies and Practices

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Purpose:  

To develop, in conjunction with the Washington State Historical Society, an exhibit encompassing the history and capturing the impact of termination and assimilationist policies directed at Indigenous communities within Washington State. To educate the public and preserve the historical truth of the Indian boarding school era through a permanent traveling exhibit, developed in partnership with the Washington State Historical Society. This initiative seeks to document the resilience of American Indian/Alaska Native communities, center survivor voices, and reveal the system's efforts to dismantle Indigenous identities through state and federal-sanctioned institutions.

Issue:

By 1926, the federal government estimated that more than 80% of school-age AIAN children were enrolled in boarding schools, according to the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the 1969 Kennedy Report on Indian Education.[endnoteRef:1] Historical trauma stemming from policies like forced assimilation and the operation of Indian boarding schools continues to affect AIAN communities in Washington. This trauma manifests in various health disparities and challenges in community wellbeing.[endnoteRef:2] [1:  Kennedy, E.M. (1969). Indian Education: A National Tragedy- A National Challenge. Report of the Special Senate Committee on Indian Education.]  [2:  National Indian Child Welfare Association. (2022). State of American Indian/Alaska Native Children and Families, Part 3. https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/NICWA-State-of-AIAN-Children-and-Families-Report-PART-3.pdf ] 


Despite the magnitude of harm caused by Indigenous boarding schools, their history remains largely absent from public memory and institutional education. For 150 years, these schools inflicted physical, emotional, and cultural violence on Indigenous children.  In Washington alone, 15 federal boarding schools and 13 other such institutions operate. Yet no permanent public exhibit bears witness to the legacy. The absence of this history in mainstream consciousness perpetuates ignorance and impedes healing. Washington must correct this omission through an educational exhibit that acknowledges the truth, honors survivors, and celebrates cultural resilience. 

There is no public-facing location dedicated to educating the public about the history of Indian boarding schools, nor the impact of the policies and procedures of the era, which left an indelible mark on AIAN communities.  The public has not been offered the opportunity to learn about this history and how it informs modern AIAN community wellbeing.  For one hundred fifty years 150 years, the federal government, state government, and other powerful faith-based institutions worked to systematically eliminate Indigenous culture and heritage, including language, through forced assimilation in boarding schools, where students were subjected to physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, manual labor, and corporal punishment. According to the National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition (NABS), at least 15 federally supported Indian boarding schools operated in Washington state[endnoteRef:3].  Our research has identified, to date, 13 additional facilities operating in Washington that served to forcibly separate Indigenous children from their families and communities. The legacy of these schools can still be felt today by survivors and their descendants. In the end, this effort to exterminate entire cultures was unsuccessful, and AIAN communities are a vibrant and prominent part of our state. Indigenous communities in Washington experience significant health disparities, including the highest rates of infant mortality and premature births among all racial groups.  Additionally, these communities report the lowest rates of prenatal care in the first trimester and postpartum visits.[endnoteRef:4] [3:  NABS. (2023). National Indian Boarding School Digital Archive. https://boardingschoolhealing.org ]  [4:  OPB News. (2024). Report lays bare stark disparities in health care outcomes for Native Americans in Washington. https://www.opb.org/article/2024/08/25/health-disparities-native-americans-washington/ ] 






Facts and Comparisons:

It is estimated that as many as 50 million AIAN people inhabited North America before European contact and that they may have been organized into as many as 600 distinct tribes.[endnoteRef:5] In 1925, 60,889 children were attending Indian boarding schools.[endnoteRef:6]  The total estimated population in 1920, according to Native Americans and the Census, by Josh Pearl, was 223,515.[endnoteRef:7]  These estimates suggest that at least 27% of the population had been forced from their family homes and communities, stripped of their clothing, had their hair cut, and were forbidden to speak their Native languages.  The long-term effects were catastrophic, leading to loss of language, history, and culturally appropriate ways of knowing and being, leaving family and community systems broken and ill-equipped to meet the needs of their future generations.    [5:  1600-1754: Native Americans:  Overview. (2019) News wires white papers and books.  History. Encyclopedia.com; 1600-1754: Native Americans: Overview | Encyclopedia.com ]  [6:  1] David W. Adams, Education for Extinction (Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1995), 27]  [7:  Pearl, Josh. (2016). History 90.01:  Topics in Digital History. U.S. History Through Census Data: Native Americans and the Census. January 25, 2016. Native Americans and the Census | History 90.01: Topics in Digital History] 




The Washington State Historical Society (WSHS) currently has comparable exhibits running:

Black Washington (Permanent- Digital Only Exhibition)[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Home - Washington State Historical Society] 


Black Washington - Washington State Historical Society

Learn about the icons, stories and landmarks that shaped history and culture in Washington State



Remembrance (Permanent Physical Exhibition + Digital Tour)[endnoteRef:9]  [9:  Home - Washington State Historical Society] 


REMEMBRANCE - Washington State Historical Society

Explore intergenerational impacts of EO 9066- the incarceration of people of Japanese descent



Great Hall of Washington History (Permanent)[endnoteRef:10]  [10:  Home - Washington State Historical Society] 


Great Hall of Washington History - Washington State Historical Society

A walk through time, showcasing the state’s earliest history including artifacts representing AIAN culture 





Proposal:

Washington State should partner with the Washington State Historical Society  WSHS to fund and develop a permanent traveling exhibit that captures the Indian boarding school experience, including its harmful legacy, with an emphasis on how Indian communities survived this attempt to exterminate their cultures and to remember and honor the Indigenous children who lost their lives as part of the federal Indian and state boarding school systems.  In addition to honoring the memory of the children who lost their lives, this exhibit should be used as a tool to increase public awareness of this history and its lasting impact within Native American Tribes and tribal communities; as well honor the innate resilience of Indigenous culture and celebrate Tribes’ successes in achieving healing within their communities.    

	Who Should be part of this team:

· Washington State Historical Society as a non-profit 501(c)3 membership organization.

Prominent Donors:

· Patron Business Society 

· Evergreen League

· AGO

Tribal Policy Team members

· Tribes and Tribal Members

· Community leaders and historians

· Linguists

· Artists

· Survivors and descendants

· Storytellers

· Leadership

Authority:

The Society is recognized in statute (RCW 27.34) as a trustee agency of the state of Washington with enumerated powers; the proviso allocating two hundred, fifty thousand ($250,000) for 2024 and another two hundred, fifty thousand ($250,000) for 2025 for the establishment of a truth and reconciliation committee to conduct research and research and outreach to understand the operations and impact of Indian boarding schools in Washington run by public and faith-based institutions, and to develop recommendations for the state to acknowledge and address the historical and intergenerational harms caused by Indian boarding schools and other cultural and linguistic termination practices (cox5950-S.EAMC-COF-H-3501.2.pdf (wa.gov).  Funding for this initiative may be leveraged through increasing the state’s allocation under the existing proviso. 

	Exhibit Development:

· Stakeholders:  State of Washington, Tribes and Tribal members, survivors and descendants

· Target Audience:  Washington residents

· Concept Design:

· Main Message:

For one hundred fifty years (150), the federal government, state government, and certain other powerful institutions, like faith-based organizations, worked to systematically eliminate Indigenous culture and heritage, including language, through forced assimilation in boarding schools, where students were subjected to physical, sexual and emotional abuse, manual labor and corporal punishment. Fifteen of these schools were in Washington state. The legacy of these schools can still be felt today by survivors and their descendants. In the end, this effort to exterminate entire cultures was unsuccessful, and Native communities are a vibrant and prominent part of our state.

· Themes and Subthemes:

· Language

· Appearance (ex. Cutting hair)

· Renaming children

· Banning religious and cultural practices

· Interpretive Design:

· Interactive Element: Interactive displays could simulate before and after environments of children’s living conditions, alongside audio stations of Native languages and survivor stories, emphasizing suppression and resilience.

· Show what a student’s home might have looked like and then transition to what some of these schools looked like- what belongings the students were permitted, sleeping arrangements, bathrooms, where they ate meals, and what their diet was like.

· Examples of forced manual labor 

· Media:

· Emphasis on oral history- can listen to accounts of survivors or descendants of survivors

· Audio of Native languages- both to enhance the immersive experience and to highlight that the efforts to destroy Indigenous languages were unsuccessful
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(9)(a) $250,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2024 and $250,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2025 are provided solely for the establishment of a truth and reconciliation tribal advisory committee to conduct research and outreach to understand the operations and impact of Indian boarding schools in Washington run by public and faith-based institutions, and to develop recommendations for the state to acknowledge and address the historical and intergenerational harms caused by Indian boarding schools and other cultural and linguistic termination practices.

 

(b) The advisory committee shall consist of five members nominated by the attorney general. The committee members must be citizens from federally recognized tribes in diverse geographic areas across the state that possess personal, policy, or specific expertise with Indian boarding school history and policies, or who have expertise in truth and healing endeavors that are traditionally and culturally appropriate. 

 

(c) The advisory committee must hold its first meeting by September 30, 2023, and shall meet at least quarterly. The advisory committee may conduct meetings in person or virtually and must accept written testimony. The advisory committee may, when feasible, invite and consult with any entity, agency, or individual deemed necessary to further its work, or with experts or professionals involved, having expertise, or having lived experience regarding Indian boarding schools or tribal engagement. 

 

(d) The office and the advisory committee must conduct at least six listening sessions in collaboration with tribes and Native-led organizations. The listening sessions must be held with consideration of the cultural, emotional, spiritual, and psychological well-being of survivors, family members, and community members. In planning and facilitating the listening sessions, the office must seek to avoid imposing undue burdens on survivors, family members, or community members. 

 

(e) The office of the attorney general must administer and provide staff support for the advisory committee. 

 

(f) By June 30, 2025, the office must submit a final report to the appropriate committees of the legislature that includes, but is not limited to: 

(i) A summary of activities undertaken by the advisory committee; 

(ii) Findings regarding the extent and types of support provided by the state to Indian boarding schools; 

(iii) Findings regarding current state policies and practices that originate from Indian boarding schools or other assimilationist policies and practices and that cause disproportionate harm to American Indian and Alaska Native people and communities; and 

(iv) Recommendations regarding how the state can address the harm done by Indian boarding schools and other cultural and linguistic termination practices through a truth and reconciliation model, including but not limited to: 

(A) Resources and assistance that the state may provide to aid in the healing of trauma caused by Indian boarding school policies; and 

(B) Actions to correct current state policies and practices with origins in assimilationist policies or that cause disproportionate harm to Native people and communities.









Proviso Directives at a Glance 



· Hold at least 6 listening sessions and must accept testimony

· Research and outreach to understand the operations and impact of Indian boarding schools in WA run by public and faith-based institutions 

· Develop recommendations for the state to acknowledge and address the historical and intergenerational harms caused by Indian boarding schools and other cultural and linguistic terminations practices

· Final report due June 2025; should include, but not limited to:

· Summary of activities undertaken

· Findings regarding the extent and types of support provided by the state to Indian boarding schools

· Findings regarding current state policies and practices that originate from Indian boarding schools or other assimilationist policies and practices that cause disproportionate harm to Native American/Alaska Native people and communities 

· Recommendations regarding how the state can address the harm done by Indian boarding schools and other cultural and linguistic termination practices through a truth and reconciliation model 

Link to the proviso: https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5187-S.PL.pdf?q=20230516172937, Pg. 38-39
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