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Automated License Plate Readers

609.1 SECTIONTITLE

609.2 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance for the capture, storage, and use of digital data obtained through the
use of Automated License Plate Readers (ALPR) technology.

609.2.1 DEFINITIONS

Definitions related to this policy include (Chapter 239, § 2, 2026 Laws).

Audit trail data - All forms of data collected or generated by an automated license plate reader system that identify
how and when the system is accessed or used.

Automated license plate reader system (ALPR data) - Data collected by automated license plate reader systems
including but not limited to global positioning system coordinates, location, date and time, speed of travel,
photograph, license plate number, automobile characteristics, or other identifying information. "Automated license
plate reader data' does not include audio or video recordings generated by an in-car or body-worn camera, unless
such recordings are converted into computer-readabl e license plate characters or associated metadata, or are indexed,
made searchable, or analyzed by license plate number, individual, vehicle, biometric identifier, or other unique
identifier for the purpose of identifying, tracking. or reconstructing an individual's or vehicle's locations.

Automated license plate reader system (ALPR) - A system, software, or computer algorithm, whether used
independently or in combination with one or more mobile or fixed automated cameras, that is used to convert images
of license plates into computer-readable data.

609.3 ADMINISTRATION

All installation and maintenance of ALPR equipment shall be managed by the company that provides the equipment.
All data retention and access. shall be managed by the Chief of Police or the City of Tieton Clerk Treasurer. No
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member of the Tieton Police Department shall operate the ALPR system or access ALPR data without first
completing training.

609.4 OPERATIONS

Reasonable suspicion or probable cause is required before using the ALPR. Use of the ALPR is restricted to the
following purposes.

« Stolen vehicle
* Associated with amissing or endanger ed person
* Registered to a person with active felony or gross misdemeanor warrant; or

* Related or involved in afelony or gross misdemeanor.

A positive match from an ALPR aone does not constitute reasonable suspicion to stop a vehicle. Before conducting
atraffic stop, officers shal either

* Develop reasonable suspicion for the stop independent from the AL PR match.
» Immediately confirm visually that the license plate on the vehicle matchesthe
image of thelicense plate displayed on the ALPR and confirm by other means
that thelicense plate number appearsin one of the databases described in this

section.

609.4.1 PROHIBITED USE OF THE ALPR SYSTEM

Members shall not use or alow others to use the ALPR equipment or data for any unauthorized purpose, including:

(a) Investigating or enforcing federal immigration matters
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(b) Assisting with out-of-state investigations regarding protected health care
services under chapter 7.115 RCW (e.g., abortion services).

(c) Tracking or otherwise monitoring activity protected by the state and federal
congtitutions (e.g., free speech, assembly services).

(d) Collecting ALPR data from facilities that provide health care or conduct
immigration matters as defined by RCW 19.154.020, elementary and secondary

schools, places of worship, courts, or food banks.

The Tieton Police Department shall not sell, lease, rent, or purchase ALPR data or audit trail data.

609.5 DATA AND COLLECTION AND RETENTION

The Police Chief or Clerk Treasurer is responsible for ensuring systems processes are in place for the proper
collection and retention of ALPR data. Data will be transferred from vehicles to the designated storage in accordance
with office procedures.

All stored ALPR data shall not be retained for more than 21 days unlessis (Chapter 239, § 4, 2026 Laws).

(a) Retained pursuant to awarrant issued by a court in afelony or gross
misdemeanor case.

(b) Retained as permitted by court order in civil or criminal cases

(c) Reasonable to believe it will become evidence in acriminal or civil action or is
subject to a discovery request, subpoena, or other lawful action to produce
records. In those circumstances, the applicable data should be downloaded

onto portable media and logged into evidence.
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When no longer needed, ALPR data shall be deleted according to the established records retention schedule.

609.6 ACCOUNTABILITY
All datawill be closely safeguarded by both procedural and technological means.

The Tieton Police Department will observe the following safeguards regarding access to and use of stored data.

(a) All ALPR data downloaded to the mobile workstation and in storage shall be
accessible only through alogin/password-protected system capable of
documenting all access of information by name, date and time.

(b) Members approved for access ALPR data under these guidelines are permitted
to access the data only by lawful purposes.

(c) ALPR system audits shall be conducted annually at a minimum and include
areview of all accessto and use of the ALPR system and the office's

compliance with the data retention, purging, and sharing requirements of this

policy (Chapter 239, § 8, 2026 Laws).

1. Data elements used to query the ALPR and retained as audit trail data shall be
used solely for auditing purposes and may not be searched, analyzed,

compiled, or indexed for investigative purposes.

2. Audit trail data shall be retained for two years and shall contain the

information required by Chapter 239, 8 8 2026 Laws.

609.7 POLICY

The policy of the Tieton Police Department is to utilize APLR technology to capture and store digital license plate
data and images while recognizing the established privacy rights of the public.
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All data and images gathered by the ALPR are for the officia use of this office.

Because such data may contain confidential information, it is not open to the public.

609.8 RELEASING ALPR DATA
The ALPR data may be disclosed, shared, or accessed by other law enforcement

prosecutorial agencies only as required in ajudicial proceeding or as otherwise permitted by law, using the following
procedures (Chapter 239 § 5, 2026 Laws).

(a) The agency makes awritten request for the ALPR dataincludes:
1. The name of the agency.

2. The name of the requesting person.

3. The intended purpose of obtaining the information.

(b) The request is reviewed by the Administration or the authorized designee and approved before the request is
fulfilled.

(c) The approved request is retained on file.

Request for ALPR data by non-law enforcement or non-prosecutorial agencies will be processed as approved in the
Record Maintenance and Release Policy.
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