Primary Prevention Subcommittee Meeting
Washington State Domestic Extremism and Mass Violence Task Force
October 8, 2025

Attendees: Hardeep, Keara, Leslie, Liz, Nate, Seth
Guest: Allen
Not in Attendance: Mercedes
Staff: Manveer
SME: Cynthia

· The meeting began with AGO staff welcoming the group and doing a round of quick introductions. AGO staff reminded the subcommittee primary prevention entails initiatives and interventions that work downstream to reduce risk factors putting an individual on pathways to radicalization and violence. 
· The group spent 15 minutes reviewing several primary prevention programs and interventions in other topics to understand what primary prevention programming looks like, noting that efforts specifically related to extremism and mass violence are scarce. The examples were:
· Everytown for Gun Safety Initiatives
· WA Department of Health Injury & Violence Prevention
· WA Department of Commerce Firearm Safety & Gun Violence Prevention
· De-Escalation & Active Bystander Training Directory: Washington
· City of Everett Active Bystandership for Law Enforcement (ABLE)
· Community Advisory, Resource, and Education (CARE) Centers
· Developing & Using Critical Comprehension (DUCC)
· Violent Extremism Education & Resilience (VEER)
· The group then came back as a whole to have a conversation about the resources and talk more about what they liked, what they had questions about, and how programs can be adapted to extremism and mass violence specifically. The group liked seeing resources backed by research and evidence, as well as resources that have a storytelling aspect to learn from impacted individuals/groups. Some specific resources the group collectively liked were DUCC, ABLE, and de-escalation/bystander training. 
· Throughout the discussion, the group drilled down on additional information they’d like to have to better develop recommendations in the primary prevention space. Some questions that came up were:
· What population and demographic groups should we be developing recommendations for programming for?
· What are the risk and protective factors related to extremism and mass violence?
· What resources are available to plug into, and what are the gaps and needs for Washingtonians?
· When are people looking for resources: when they are initially exposed to extremism or mass violence, or when they are on the pathway to violence? Or both?
· Is there a tangible difference between primordial and primary programming? Should we be thinking about combining the subcommittees so recommendations are repetitive, especially when programming efforts can be categorized as both primordial prevention and primary prevention?
· As the group closed out, Allen shared a couple of resources and programming that the Department of Health have put forward and/or uplifted that foster social connectedness.
· DOH Find Your People campaign
· DOH Communities Building Resilient Youth grants
· HHS Our Epidemic of Loneliness and Isolation 2023 report
