Primordial Prevention Subcommittee Meeting
Washington State Domestic Extremism and Mass Violence Task Force
October 8, 2025

Attendees: Juan, Luis, Miri, Sharonne
Not in Attendance: Dyneeca, Mary
Staff: Manveer
Guest Speakers: Nate, Jared

· The meeting began with AGO staff welcoming the group and doing a round of quick introductions. AGO staff reminded the subcommittee primordial prevention entails initiatives and interventions that work upstream to strengthen protective factors against pathways to radicalization and violence. AGO staff then introduced the subcommittee’s guest speakers, Nate and Jared from the Building Bridges Project out of Snohomish County, WA.
· The Building Bridges Project began informally in 2021 with an op-ed in the Everett Herald, authored by Nate and Jared in their capacity as Snohomish County councilmembers, discussing the need for civility and working together after the events of January 6, 2021. The two spent the next year having ad-hoc conversations with community across Snohomish County, whether it was large events or a small discussion around a coffeehouse table. In 2022, Nate and Jared held county-wide listening tours to hear from community about how the growing level of polarization, extreme rhetoric, and loss of civility have been affecting communities at local levels, and what steps could be taken to bridge the gap and promote civility in discourse. In 2023, Building Bridges Project was launched, and in 2024, the organization launched the Future Leaders Academy, a youth-oriented program focused on fostering civic engagement at a young age and building skills for respectful discourse and civility.
· The subcommittee members and Building Bridges Project then engaged in an open dialogue with Q&A about the work and the impacts throughout Snohomish County that the organization is seeing. A big bright spot for the organization is the response to the Future Leaders Academy and hearing from youth who participated in the program speak about the skills they’ve learned and how they’ve applied them back to their day-to-day lives, the interests they’ve developed, and the positive impact of bi-partisanship that Nate and Jared demonstrate.
· Building Bridges Project closed out the subcommittee meeting with sharing that one of the biggest, if not biggest, issues we’re seeing today in our day-to-day lives is how easy it is to dehumanize folks we don’t agree with and escalate conversations or situations to an extreme level. The organization hopes that its work will mitigate that issue and reinforce the importance of civility and building bridges to make our communities safe and healthy for everyone.
