Primordial and Primary Prevention Joint Subcommittee Meeting
Washington State Domestic Extremism and Mass Violence Task Force
November 12, 2025

Attendees: Leslie, Mercedes, Luis, Juan, Nate, Hardeep, Liz, Dyneeca, Seth, Sharonne
Guest: Allen, Bill 
Not in Attendance: Miri, Keara
Staff: Manveer

· The meeting began with AGO staff welcoming the group and introducing Bill for an in-depth presentation on primordial and primary prevention, including the importance of both levels in a public health framework, how addressing risk and protective factors contribute to decreasing and preventing radicalization and mobilization to violence, and what programming examples look like at both levels. 
· Bill talked about how pivoting to a public health framework from a traditional security-based approach leans into a whole-of-society approach, and how interventions at the primordial and primary levels, which aim to stop pathways before they even begin, fill in the gaps that our existing criminal justice approach can’t reach. For example, the criminal justice system comes into play when actions are escalating, playing out, or completed, but harm has already been done. The need for programming that supports a healthy and resilient community and/or individual comes at the primordial and primary levels, largely supported by actors in education, nonprofit work, and government officials.
· Primordial and primary prevention focuses on addressing risk factors and strengthening protective factors. Prevention at these levels also impacts a larger number of people, particularly at the societal and community levels within a social ecology model but can also have simultaneous individual and relationship level impacts.
· Risk and protective factors for radicalization or mobilization to violence are generally the same as risk and protective factors identified in other forms of violence (gun violence, intimate partner violence, child abuse, etc.). These factors have been identified by several practitioners across different industries: academic, criminal justice, health, etc. Some risk and protective factors are two sides of a coin (risk factor: social isolation, protective factor: social inclusion). Factors exist at every level of the social ecology model. Because factors for radicalization and mobilization to violence are similar, if not the same, across multiple forms of violence, interventions at the primordial and primary levels can plug into prevention initiatives that already exist with small changes or additions that address radicalization and mobilization to violence.
· The group closed with a deeper understanding of the public health approach, and, particularly, how the public health approach differs from previous federal initiatives such as CVE that disproportionately targeted communities based on race and religion. 
