	LAW ENFORCEMENT MEDAL OF HONOR

	Rules and Qualifications 

I.	Nominations

	All nominations for the state Law Enforcement Medal of Honor (41.72 RCW) must be submitted in writing and mailed or emailed to the Secretary of the Law Enforcement Medal of Honor Committee.  Please submit nominations on the Nomination Form, along with any relevant attachments.  In order to allow time to prepare the awards, please submit nominations for the May 2026 ceremony by February 20, 2026.  Nominations must be endorsed by the chief law enforcement officer of the department of the nominee.  

II.	Qualifications

	All nominees for the Washington State Law Enforcement Medal of Honor must meet the following qualifications:

	(a)	The nominee must be a "law enforcement officer."  For the purposes of considering nominations for the award and as used in these rules, the term "law enforcement officer" means any state, county, municipal, federal or tribal commissioned person who is responsible for enforcing criminal laws in the State of Washington.

	(b)	While in the performance of duty, the nominee must have been killed or seriously injured or, have distinguished themselves by exceptional meritorious conduct.

			(1)	The term "seriously injured" means:  (a) an injury that causes great bodily harm which creates a probability of death, or (b) that causes significant permanent disfigurement which causes a significant permanent loss or impairment of the function of any body part or organ.

			(2)	"Exceptionally meritorious conduct" means while performing or fulfilling their responsibilities as a law enforcement officer they distinguished themselves conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of their life above and beyond the call of duty.  It involves risk of life and is an act of bravery or self-sacrifice so conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the act(s) of the nominee above those of their comrades.
	
			(3)	"While in the performance of duty" means that the officer was acting in his/her official capacity or was killed because of his/her employment as a law enforcement officer.  It requires that the officer was performing a law enforcement function at the time, not merely being on duty.
  

	(c)	The performance of the foregoing must have occurred while the nominee was undertaking enforcement action when acting in the line of duty or fulfilling their responsibilities as a law enforcement officer.

	(d)	Where the nominee has not been seriously injured or killed, the nomination must detail how the officer, while acting in a law enforcement capacity, performed exceptional meritorious conduct protecting the life and property of others.


III.	Nominating Process

	(a)	All nominations must be emailed or postmarked by 2/20/26.  The nomination must be addressed to:  David Heitzman, Secretary, Law Enforcement Medal of Honor Committee, c/o Criminal Justice Division, Washington State Attorney General’s Office, 800 5th Ave, Suite 2000 M/S TB-14, Seattle, WA  98104.  Nominations may also be emailed to David.Heitzman@atg.wa.gov

	(b)	The awards will be presented during Law Enforcement Recognition Week of each year, or appropriate time designated by the Committee.

	(c)	Medals will be awarded for events occurring between January 1 - December 31, 2025 when the nominee has been seriously injured or for exceptional meritorious conduct.

	(d)	Posthumous medals will be awarded for events occurring between January 1 and December 31, 2025, however, the committee reserves the right to review any posthumous nominations received during future nominating processes.

	(e)	All nominations must be endorsed by the chief law enforcement officer of the agency who employed the nominee.
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