
 

 

 

Office of Military & Veteran Legal Assistance  

Advisory Committee 
 

AGENDA 
 

Tuesday, September 23, 2025 

11 AM - 12 PM 
 

In Person: 800 Fifth Ave, Ste 2000, Seattle, WA 98104 

Online: https://atg-wa.zoom.us/j/82304079003?pwd=69tTylreWLGauHcLCKQQb1NntrnjHJ.1  

 

 

Objectives: 

• Introductions 

• Discuss status of past, current, and upcoming projects 

• Discuss ways to support each other and this community 

 

1.  Initial matters 

• Welcome & Introductions 

• Approve Meeting Minutes – May 2025 

 

11:00 a.m. 

2.  Recent Activities & Summary of Last Quarter 

• Q2 Recap – Data & Referral Rates 

• Events & Activities – Recap and Upcoming 

• Volunteer Lawyer Recruitment & Retention 

 

11:15 a.m. 

3.  Discuss Results of 500% FPL Trial Period  

 

11:25 a.m. 

4.  Legal Needs Survey Report 

 

11:30 a.m. 

5.  Roundtable / Community Partner Updates & Events 

 

11:50 a.m. 

6.  Public Comment 

 

11:55 a.m. 

7.  Adjourn 

 

12:00 p.m. 

 

https://atg-wa.zoom.us/j/82304079003?pwd=69tTylreWLGauHcLCKQQb1NntrnjHJ.1


OMVLA Data: Q2 2025 
April 1st, 2025-June 30th, 2025 

 

 

Total 
Eligible 

Requests

135

Top 4 Legal 
Issues

Family Law
33.3%

Wills and Estates
17.8%

Consumer/Finance
12.59%

Housing
12.59%

Top 3 Rural 
Counties

Island

Mason

Grays Harbor

Income 
Distribution

42% Made 
Under 200% 

FPL

48% Made 
Between 200 

and 400%

5% Made 
Between 400 

and 500%

Data Highlights 
o Slight decrease in requests from Q1 2025 (150 requests) 

o Increase in requests from rural residents (10% of requests in Q1, 18% of requests in Q2) 

Pro Bono Referrals 
o We requested pro bono advice from our volunteers for 69% of community members in 

Q2.  

o Attorneys accepted 68% of our requests (including cases where community members did 

not provide conflicts information). 

• About twice our 2024 acceptance rate.  

Pro Bono Recruitment 
o Finished emailing family law attorneys and new bar admittees (754 emails) 

o Successfully recruited 17 attorneys from this effort, primarily family law. 

o Compiling emails of consumer law and bankruptcy attorneys 

 



 

 

Office of Military and Veterans Legal Assistance 

Advisory Board Meeting  

Washington State Attorney General’s Office 

Tuesday, May 13, 2025, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm, Via Zoom & In-Person 

Attendees:  

AGO Staff:  

• Mariah Hanley, OMVLA Manager (Co-Facilitator) 

• Ian Anderson, OMVLA Policy Analyst (Co-Facilitator) 

• Maxwell Schaeffer, Law Enforcement Outreach Lead (Minutes) 

 

Advisory Board:  

Voting Members: Quorum reached 

• Beth Leonard, WA State Office of Civil Legal Aid 

• Caesar Kalinowski, WA State Veterans Bar Association 

• Eric MacDonald, WSBA Legal Assistance to Military Personnel section (LAMP) 

• Joyce Diaz, WA State Bar Association 

• Ned Gignoux, VA Puget Sound / US Department of Veterans Affairs 

• Kevin Devine, VA Puget Sound / US Department of Veterans Affairs (Alternate) 

• Michael Terasaki, Pro Bono Council 

• Paul Cruz, WA State Department of Veterans Affairs 

• Marcos Zuniga, NW Justice Project 

• Sylvia Cohen, LAW Advocates  

 

Non-voting Members & Guests: 

• John Clynch, University of Washington 

• Carolyn Roberts, Amazon 

 

11:01am Meeting brought to order by Ian; agenda presented; introductions 

 

11:06am  Ian introduced the February 2025 Advisory Board Meeting Minutes for discussion and 

approval 

• Paul moved to approve; Caesar seconded 

• All voted in favor to approve 

 

11:08am Mariah provided a recap of 2025 Q1 Data 

• Discussed Q1 requests including number of requests, most prevalent legal issues, top 

rural counties, and income distribution of requestors 



 

 

 

 

11:15am Ian and Mariah discussed 2025 Q1 events and 2025 upcoming events and activities 

• Ian shared about his AGO Legislative Fellowship experience  

• OMVLA’s 2025 priority is recruiting new pro bono attorneys and retention of current 

volunteers 

o Mariah recruited 29 new volunteer lawyers, primarily in family law, and 

discussed the methods she used to recruit new volunteers 

o Beginning in June, OMVLA will conduct phone interviews with current volunteer 

attorneys for their feedback 

• OMVLA will have a 2025 summer intern 

• Community Outreach: OMVLA is reviewing potential stand-downs to attend this summer 

 

1:27am Ian opened the floor to any community updates and events 

• John Clynch reported out about the UW Veterans Law Clinic 

o UW veterans wills clinic rescheduled to Fri, July 25th 

• Kevin & Mariah discussed OMVLA holding a wills clinic in November  

 

11:31am Ian opened the meeting to public comment 

• No members of the public were present; no comments were introduced 

 

11:32am Roundtable Discussion/Needs & Support/Good of the Order 

 

11:33am Meeting Adjourned 
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