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Sexual Assault Forensic Examination (SAFE) Best Practices Advisory Group

Meeting Notes 
Monday, May 19th 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. PDT

	1.
	Call to Order
· Staff welcomed members and participants and provided an overview of the agenda
· A quorum of members was not present at the start of the meeting

	2.
	Updates, Report-outs
Sexual assault kit (SAK) testing (WSP)
· Kristina Hoffman shared that Washington State Patrol (WSP) has finalized testing of historical SAKs. They are testing kits as they come in, there is no backlog accruing. Averaging 40-day turnaround.  Majority of kits are tested in high throughput laboratory.
[bookmark: _Hlk198283165]Sexual Assault Investigation Support Team (formerly the Sexual Assault Kit Initiative or SAKI team) (AGO)
· Maggi Qerimi reported that the AGO’s SAIST team’s (formerly SAKI) focus is shifting- looking at innovative ways to work in this space. Reach out to her with ideas. They are helping with cold cases, including using forensic genetic genealogy (FGG). They are also collecting lawfully-owed DNA. Investigators identified offenders who didn’t provide DNA, or didn’t provide a sufficient sample. Numbers associated with testing the backlog: 4,000 CODIS hits and 2,344 matches, almost 2,000 were hits to offenders who were already in CODIS, 400 were case matches.
· Alison Forsyth shared that in her time at Seattle PD reviewing case files, noticed that many of the cold cases not followed up on or sent over for testing victim was a sex worker. Would be interesting if an academic partner or student could study that further. 
SAFE subcommittees
· Staff noted the is not enough time on the agenda for a full update on committee work, can potentially re-visit later in the agenda. TriTech is manufacturing a WA-specific kit for collecting evidence from nonfatal strangulation victims, likely ready sometime this summer. Will update at that time. 
Statewide launch of Seek then Speak (STS) and www.seekthenspeakwa.com 
· www.seekthenspeakwa.com was launched in April. Several jurisdictions across WA have implemented the tool. Alison Forsyth provided an update on Seattle’s progress implementing and utilizing STS. Not currently able to provide case numbers. Program is contingent on champions, need to ensure that it’s not contingent on one person. Alyson is working on equipping others to facilitate Seek then Speak. Amidst the significant amount of funding cuts on the horizon – STS is free to implement. Start talking with folks to raise awareness. Outreach is number one need. There are one-pagers for law enforcement.
· A question was asked about whether someone with lower literacy levels could use STS? Alyson replied that the tool is not for everyone. It doesn’t replace detective interview, which should be done in-person. Is it admissible in court? Yes, the STS report is evidence once it’s handed over to law enforcement. Maggi underscored that if the decision is between using STS and not reporting, STS is useful. 
· Regarding utilizing STS in a health care setting, Alison shared that it doesn’t change how a medical professional interacts with patients, STS can be presented as an option. It is helpful in follow-up clinic; trauma therapists have been able to provide support as people finish up report. It’s helpful to refer to STS as a tool to organize your report for law enforcement, not “making a report.” If someone wants to move forward with a full investigation, they will still need to be interviewed by law enforcement – STS helps someone prepare for that. 

	3.
	Reflecting on 10 years of SAFE Advisory Group work 
· Since 2015, the Legislature has acted on 40 recommendations issued by the Advisory Group
· The Advisory Group is currently authorized through June 30, 2026
· Leah Griffin shared that she hopes to see the group carry on given how successful it’s been
· Heather Mcleod would like to see prioritizing the hiring of a statewide SANE coordinator and a TeleSANE program as a solution for rural access issues. Harborview has the tools and experience to advise on how to do it. 
· Annette Simpson shared that TeleSANE services are valuable. The grant Harborview had to do a term-limited project was strictly for critical access hospitals. They still receive requests for TeleSANE support. Washington needs to establish a statewide TeleSANE program and standardize training for SANEs across the state. 

	4.
	Legislative Session Debrief 
· Second Substitute Bill 5355 (Sen. Orwall) – Improving safety at institutions of higher education while supporting student survivors of sexual assault
· House Bill 1049 (Rep. Shavers) – Increasing the availability of SANEs
· Senate Bill 5362 (Sen. Dhingra) – Concerning victims of crime act funding
· Senate Bill 5254 (Sen. Orwall) – Strengthening patients’ rights regarding their health care information
· Senate Bill 5295 (Sen. Orwall) – Updating WA’s survivor bill of rights
· Sen. Dhingra shared that this was not the budget she wanted. Tracking down items that still need to be funded, to try and not lose momentum. Would like to see VOCA funding statutorily in the budget so advocates don’t have to fight every year – did provide $20 million for the biennium.
· Sen. Orwall combined two sexual assault-related bills. Winnowed down because anything that cost money had to be removed, suggest the group keep working towards next session. Keep financial asks in mind. 
· Sen. Orwall asked the group to remember, back in 2015, we had no idea how many kits needed to be tested. Leah and Nicole reached out, prompting creation of the SAFE group. Media covered lack of voice in justice survivors had. This work needs to, and should, be led by survivors. Kudos to the crime lab for their significant role in testing kits. All of the work has been grounded by the SAFE group’s feedback.
· This session was very difficult. We didn’t get everything we wanted related to addressing sexual assault on college campuses but made progress in ensuring survivors have 24/7 support and aren’t silence by the school administration. Sen. Orwall is committed to continuing work on this next session.
· Leah Griffin reflected on Senate Bill 5254, preventing price gouging for medical records. Companies charge exorbitant rates, victims need an attorney to access their medical records. For example, one person was quoted $30,000 to access their records. Will continue working on this bill next session, with some modifications. 

	5.
	Developing priorities for the 2025 work plan 
· To create a 2025 work plan, members were placed in Zoom breakout rooms and asked to prioritize the topics listed in the work plan discussion guide draft, including what they would add or remove to the list. Other reflection questions/prompts included: How can our systems better address the needs of victims and survivors? What kind of support do you need in your work to address the needs of victims and survivors? Now that the original mission to oversee testing of the backlog of sexual assault kits has been completed, what’s next for the SAFE Advisory Group? 
· During the report-out each group shared their reflections and priorities: 

Group 1 – K12 prevention is a priority but how can we refine this more? Who do students turn to when they experience abuse? Community advocacy – how do we ensure that survivors have access to advocacy, how do we ensure they community sexual assault programs are stably funded. Victims’ rights – how can we as a state make the existing Bill of Rights more meaningful – thinking of Oregon, survivors are able to fill out documents and submit to court, hearing is required. How do we empower survivors so they don’t need attorneys. Related to community prevention and medical advocacy, right now because of lack of funding communities must choose which to focus on.

Group 2 – Need to ensure consistency of prevention education across K12 schools. Make sure there’s a mechanism for collecting offender DNA. Hospitals need access to “gray top tubes” for drug-facilitated sexual assault toxicology, but they expire in a year.

Group 3 – Seeing more child on child abuse. It is increasingly difficult to get in to public schools for prevention education. Perhaps they would be more receptive if law enforcement comes to present (e.g., online abuse). Important to have funding for a SANE coordinator. Extensive shortage of child abuse physicians. 

Group 4 – K12 prevention and funding for medical advocacy. Look into victim ombuds to enhance victim rights. Implementation of 1109 (direct referrals to designated entities in community) - difficult to get law enforcement agencies on board without enforcement. Urine testing for drug-facilitated sexual assault. Age of consent for sex trafficking, child sexual abuse. Mandatory reporting by schools gets filtered by school administration. Sex offenders deemed not competent which impacts tracking, victim notification. Need for culturally responsive patient care.

Group 5 – Funding for SANE coordinator. Missing link in increasing access to SANE services is a coordinator. Need standardized SANE training and TeleSANE program.




	
	
	
	Present 5/19/25

	1.
	Washington State House of Representatives
	<<Vacant>> 
	

	2.
	Washington State House of Representatives
	<<Vacant>> 
	

	3.
	Washington State Senate
	Senator Manka Dhingra 
	Yes

	4.
	Washington State Senate
	<<Vacant>>
	

	5.
	Survivor Representative
	Leah Griffin
	Yes

	6.
	Survivor Representative
	Nicole Stephens
	No

	7.
	Washington State Patrol (WSP)
	Kristina Hoffman (DNA Operations Manager, WSP) 
	Yes

	8.
	Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC)
	<<Vacant>>
	

	9.
	Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys (WAPA)
	Robin Sand (Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Special Assault Unit, Pierce County)
	Yes

	10.
	Washington Defender Association (WDA)
	Sarah Hudson (Immigration Project Resource Attorney, WDA)  
	No

	11.
	Attorney General’s Office (AGO) 
	Maggi Qerimi (Managing Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Justice Division)
	Yes

	12.
	Association of Washington Cities (AWC) 
	Flora Diaz (Assistant City Attorney, City of Everett) 
	Yes

	13.
	Washington Association of County Officials (WACO)
	Timothy Grisham (Deputy Director, WACO) 
	No

	14.
	Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs (WCSAP)
	<<Vacant>> 
	

	15.
	Office of Crime Victims Advocacy (OCVA)
	Mikah Semrow (Sexual Assault Section Manager, OCVA)
	No

	16.
	Washington State Hospital Association (WSHA)
	Jacqueline Barton True (Vice Pres. of Advocacy and Rural Health, WSHA) 
	Yes

	17.
	Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) 
	Annette Simpson (Health Program Manager, Harborview Abuse and Trauma Center) 
	Yes

	18.
	Criminal Justice Training Commission (CJTC) 
	Andrea Piper-Wentland (Sexual Assault Investigations Program Manager, CJTC) 
	No

	19.
	Law Enforcement Officer, Rural 
	Detective Steve Evitt (Wenatchee PD) 
	Yes

	20.
	Law Enforcement Officer, Urban 
	Sergeant Katie Savage (Everett PD) 
	No

	21.
	Prosecuting Attorney, Rural 
	Anita Petra (Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Benton County)
	No

	22.
	Community-Based Advocate, Rural 
	Sara Owen (Prevention Program Manager & Advocate, Beyond Survival, Aberdeen)
	Yes

	23.
	Community-Based Advocate, Urban 
	Carlyn Sampson (Exec. Director, Rebuilding Hope, Tacoma)
	Yes
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