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Tribal Advisory Committee (TAC)

Meeting Agenda 02/10/2026
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://atg-wa.zoom.us/j/83337590218?pwd=XORCUd6mszQjIw3tuCy3JsjgbIj8z1.1 
	1.
	Call to Order: Opening of Meeting
· Hold space 
· Open Meeting 

	


	2.
	Approval of Minutes
                                            


   
	O Action


	3.
	Budget – No updates now
	O Action


	4.
	Work Planning
· Update on Yakama listening session planning (Arlen/Asa)

	O Action

	5.
	Update on Emmett Till (Merrilie)
	O Action


	6.
	Event update
· March 18th Tribal Elder’s Luncheon, 11am-2pm, Okanogan, WA.
Relationship building and tabling opportunity, others?
	O Action

	7.
	Discussion:
· Subcommittees; would it be helpful to restart at some point?
· Process for upcoming report. Outline and drafting planned to begin in April. Looking for discussion around how the process should be approached.
· Potential recommendations: is the TAC interested in potential recommendations to address challenges to effective community work/engagement that we are working through? For example, culturally appropriate gift giving, purchasing gas cards for giveaways, etc.
	O Action

	8.
	Adjourn
	O Action
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TAC - January 13, 2026

Ellen Austin-Hall, Victoria Williams, Rebecca Black, Merrilie Gunnier, Tamika LaMere, Edward Washines, and Asa Washines 



Budget and Funding Updates

· Legislature combining MMIWP and TAC provisos has caused confusion

· Current funding $250,000 each year through June 30, 2026

· Requesting clean up language but no substantive changes to TAC

· $250,000 does not fully cover staff costs without additional funding sources

· Enoka shared there is an initial Listening Session budget of $5,000-7,000 per session with the expectation to need more 

· Emmett Till grant can cover Victoria’s travel costs



Staffing Transition 

· After Sonja’s departure, Victoria will be taking over the TAC role and responsibilities

· Ellen will continue to be the manager and will be actively supporting Victoria 

· There are no plans to advertise for a 4th Tribal Team position until after the Legislative session 

· Merrilie and Lucy to be pulled in as needed for support 

· Victoria’s focus will be TAC while continuing to support Tribal team projects



Legislative Updates

· Session started yesterday (January 12, 2026)

· 14 tribal leaders attended state of the state  

· Rep. Stearns working on bill to exempt tribal testimony from tribal records act

· Classify as Traditional Cultural Property (TCP)?

· Keeps testimony confidential and not in public domain

· Discussion about creating permanent tribal division within AGO 



Listening Session Strategy and Outreach

· Focus on 3 tribes: Yakama, Spokane and Quinault

· Simplify and prioritize relationships

· Presentations for Tribal Councils to inform and provide transparency

· TAC member to be involved as much as they prefer

· Build Local Planning Committees with tribal programs (example: Yakama Nation has several programs that could serve as part of LPC)

· Yakama: Edward leads

· Spokane: Tamika will support locally and reach out to Monica T.

· Quinault: Rebecca will coordinate with elders

· 30-45 days presentation target (February 12-February 27)

· Victoria to attend tribal elders’ dinner

· Provide a table at events with copies of report and surveys Possibly provide modest incentives
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Emmett Till Grant and Indian Boarding Schools

Tribal Advisory Committee Overview



In the 2023 session, the Legislature passed a budget proviso directing the AGO to administer and support a Truth and Reconciliation Tribal Advisory Committee (TAC), consisting of five committee members who are appointed by the Attorney General, to research the operations and impact of Indian boarding schools.

   

In 2023, the AGO was awarded a federal grant through the Emmett Till Cold Case Prosecution Program, which will provide resources to work with Tribes and Tribal archives to research, identify, and create an inventory of cold cases with civil rights violations prior to 1980 involving Indigenous victims. The project will require engaging the expertise of Tribal staff and/or individuals with knowledge of Tribal history. 



Key Goals of the projects:

· Bringing forth a truthful account of the policies and practices that existed throughout the boarding school era and beyond.

· In consultation with the TAC, conducting the work with the guidance of Tribes and Tribal people.

· Developing recommendations to direct Washington Tribes and Tribal communities, in its efforts to redress hurtful policies and practices, and to correct enduring language and policies that continue to damage Tribes and Tribal people.

· Conduct listening sessions in collaboration with Tribes and Native-led organizations to hear testimony from the community about the impacts of boarding schools and the assimilationist policies. The listening sessions must be held with consideration of the cultural, emotional, spiritual, and psychological well-being of survivors, family members, and community members. 

· Develop recommendations regarding how the state can address the harm done by Indian boarding schools and other cultural and linguistic termination practices. 

· Enhance collaboration between Tribes and the AGO to support developing an inventory of cold cases involving Indigenous victims and enhance cold case investigations.

· With Tribal and family consent, advance cases identified through the rant project to the AGO MMIWP Cold Case Unit for potential investigation and prosecution.

· Engage with families and affected communities to define and record their visions of justice and accountability in indigenous cold case investigations.







For additional questions or to find out how to participate in these projects, please contact:  

For the Emmett Till Project: Merrilie Gunnier at: merrilie.gunnier@atg.wa.gov

For the Tribal Advisory Committee: Victoria Williams at: victoria.williams@atg.wa.gov

Link to the proviso: https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5187-S.PL.pdf?q=20230516172937, Pg. 38-39

Linke to Emmett Till Grant announcement: AG Ferguson wins largest-ever federal Emmett Till grant for Indigenous cold case project | Washington State
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